Macedon Forest Restoration

Loddon Mallee Region, May 2025

Making your forest visit more
beautiful.

What’s happening

DEECA is restoring native forest to the sites of former
pine plantations at Mount Macedon. In the early stages
of regeneration, a fence will protect thousands of newly
planted trees from deer and wallabies.

Visitors are asked to support the project by respecting
signs and fenced off areas allowing vegetation the best
chance to establish.

Once established, the regenerated forest will be added
to Macedon Regional Park, providing even more
recreational opportunities for visitors to enjoy.

Where?

The former pine plantations that are being revegetated
are on the south-east side of Mount Macedon (see
map). The total revegetation area is 94 hectares. Mount
Macedon is 72 km up the Calder Highway from
Melbourne’s CBD.

Why?
Climate change benefits

The regenerating forest will absorb substantial amounts
of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere helping to
mitigate the impacts of climate change.

Community benefits

Large regeneration efforts such as this contribute to
resilience against climate impacts, promote sustainable
land use, and foster a healthier environment for future
generations. Visitors to Mount Macedon will enjoy the
beautiful natural spaces this regeneration will create.

Native wildlife and other environmental benefits

The tall damp forests of Mount Macedon provide a
small but important stepping stone connecting wildlife
populations in eastern tall forests to those in the
Wombat State Forest. In the long-term (80+ years) this
increase in native forest area will support more resilient
wildlife and plant populations.
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Additionally, the forest will provide a significant increase
in habitat for native wildlife, support soil health, and
improve water quality by reducing runoff and erosion.

Will it increase bushfire risk?

The bushfire risk will eventually reach a similar level to
that of the mature pine forest that was present prior to
2019 when harvesting of the pines commenced, but it
will take many decades to reach this level.

We need your assistance to ensure the forest
regeneration is successful. Fences are in place to
protect newly planted trees from wildlife and being
trampled by visitors. Please read and follow instructions
on signage, respect road closures and stay out of
closed areas.
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Macedon Forest Restoration

What’s happening on ground?

Weed control Initial weed control has taken place and
will continue for the life of the project. Target weeds
include Wildling Pines, poplars, Scotch thistle, etc.

Monitoring sites created. To monitor browsing
impacts, 10 sites across the project area have been
created to determine which browsing animals are most
damaging to revegetation efforts. Monitoring shows that
seedling survival is much higher in plots that are fenced
to exclude browsing animals.

Fencing has been installed to exclude browsing
animals; deer, goats, and wallabies. Ground
preparation and fence construction was carried out in
March 2025.

Fences will be in place for up to 5 years to protect
plantings. This short-term solution will facilitate the most
efficient and rapid establishment of the forest. Once
plants are sufficiently established to withstand

browsing, the fences will be removed.

Visitor access to the fenced areas is still possible. Self-
closing pedestrian and cycle access gates have been
installed, allowing visitors to walk through the
regenerating forest.

Fences are approximately 1.5 meters high and
constructed of ringlock wire to ensure effective animal
exclusion. Regular maintenance will be conducted to
keep the fences functioning as protection for
regenerating plants.

Planting of local native species will commence in
autumn 2025 and continue for the next 4 years.
Planting will happen in stages over 3-5 years:
e Autumn - winter 2025, initial tree planting
commences
e Autumn 2026; understorey infill planting
e Infill planting of trees and understorey will
continue for another two years

Road Closures

Roads within the fenced enclosures have been legally
closed while the revegetation project is being carried
out. In Victoria, it is illegal to drive or ride on a closed
road on public land.

Additional Signage around the project sites

New directional signs guide users to pedestrian gates,
and signage maps indicating all gate locations have
been installed.

Latest updates
Drone-based weed mapping

In May 2025, drones captured images of the project
sites to create weed maps. Artificial Intelligence
interprets the images to differentiate between weeds
and the newly planted native vegetation for future weed
control.

Weed control - Upcoming Closure of Sites

The fenced project sites will be closed to the public
early June / July while drone-based weed control is
carried out in preparation for planting.

For your own safety do not enter while site closure
signs are in place.

Planting

Planting of 26,000 native tree seedlings across all
project sites is scheduled for mid-June to July 2025.
The seedlings are grown from seeds collected in
Macedon Regional Park in July 2023.

Additional Shared Access gates

Additional pedestrian access points will be installed in
the Baringo fence — in the meantime, please be
patient and respectful of the fence. Damaging the
fence is illegal, penalties apply.

Barringo Gate Map available

A map of the public shared access
gates in Barringo Block is available
using this QR Code or by clicking here.
Baringo Block Shared Access Gate Map

This map can be used in the free
Avenza App available for download for
iPhone or Android from your app store.

For further information call: DEECA Customer Contact Centre: 136 186 or
e-mail: customer.service@deeca.vic.gov.au


https://emap.ffm.vic.gov.au/qrcodeDAP/app/requests/TransferPDF.ashx?uniqueID=929f5fd1-c380-43fb-9e89-39da936cc9b7
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